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BUILDING Boom Gets Off to an Early Start

Construction
Sky-Rockets
Early in Year

NDUSTRIAL and oil expan-

sion, chiefly the General Pe-
troleum corporation’s refinery
enlargement, and the quest for
the rich, high-gravity “black
gold” in the South Torrance
field, is mainly responsible for
this city’s amazing building rec-
ord for this year.

Nineteen thirty-eight was only
10 days old when General Pe-
troleum knocked the props out
of the 1937 building record by
taking out the first of a series
of building permits that amount
to more than half of the total
amount of construction here to
date. .

Deep-sand exploitation in the
South Torrance oil field kept the
city building figures tumbling
over previous high records as
scores of operators shot up der-
ricks to make that area the live-
Hest production district in the
state. Derrick permits have av-
eraged nearly 10 a month here
since the first of the year,

Home Building Revives

A third major construction
project so far this year has been
the new $100,700 high school as-
sembly hall which was started
March 28. Another school im-|
provement here was the erection
of two double bungalows and

general renovation at the Wal- |

teria elementary campus.

Home building was a laggard

in this construction cavalcade.

Rising costs of materials earlier |
in the year contributed to dim- |

inished residence work and|
while prices leveled off, and in|
many instances, were lowered,|

Monthly Totals
Of New Building
Here Compared

Comparative monthly building
permit totals for this year and
1937 indicate the strides con-
struction in Torrance has taken
in 1938:

1938 1937
January ....... $1,811,950 $ 41,030
32,400 11,845
154,250 24,155
81,225 21,690
81,397 204,615
119,415 16,585 |
188,779 634,950 |
241,257 21,436 |
TOTAL....$2,710673 $976,306 |

CHINESE
AMERICAN
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Cherry Blossom
Chop Suey Parlor

JOINS THE CITY
IN WELCOMING

K NX

For an entirely different
taste sensation try our
Chinese foods. BServed In
in excellent style and in-

expensive, too.
Geo Kakida, Proprietor

1314 Sartori ® Torrance

still the anticipated family dwell-
ing projects did not keep pace
with other construction.

At the present time the liber-
alized ¥.H.A. financing plan is
apparently bringing a late re-
vival of home building here.
Local contractors and supply

Torrance Sixth in S.C.
Building for 7 Months

houses report an increased in-
terest now among homeseekers
and it is believed that the year’s
end will see many more attrac-
tive dwellings lining Torrance’s
tree-shaded paved streets.

Come and Live in Torrance

SPREAD THE WORD

Let this souvenir edition tell
your friends living elsewhere
about Torrance., Extra copies
available at The Herald office,
1336 El1 Prado, at 10 cents each.
The Herald will mail copies any-
where in the U. 8. for 15 cents.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
An assessment roll service for
Torrance property, instituted in
1925, is maintained for the con-
venience of all interested per-
sons by the Chamber of Com-
merce,

WELDING...

Stationary and 3 Portable
Welding Machines for Outside

Service 24 Hours a Day.

-

MODERN MACHINE SHOP IN CONNECTION

R

¥

23100 Narbonne
Ave.
Torrance

H. C. BARRINGTON

Telephones:
Torrance 972
Lomita 437




